Neuroprotection of apelin and its signaling pathway.
Apelin was initially isolated from bovine stomach and is an endogenous neuropeptide. It is a native ligand of the apelin receptor (APJ). Some research has found that apelin peptides alter blood pressure, feeding behavior, and pituitary hormone release. However, a new neuroprotective effect of apelin peptides was only recently discovered. This review summarizes the evidence of apelin-neuroprotection, which has the potential to cure acute and chronic neurological diseases.